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Are all media systems becoming more alike? 

Brüggeman et al 
(2014): 

Four types of 
media systems in 
Europe

Northern, 
Western, Central, 
Southern

«Nordic type» – 
more distinct

Hallin and Mancini (2004)



The Media Welfare State – Why such a concept?

•Welfare state solutions in media as 
elsewhere in society

•Adaptability: Frequent changes, 
consistent principles

•Continuity – as well as change

Syvertsen, Enli, Mjøs and Moe  
University of Michigan Press, 2014



4 pillars of Nordic media 
welfare states

1. Universal and egalitarian – 
compensate market shortcomings

2. Extensive freedom of press & 
information

3. Extensive welfare state provisions in 
cultural & media policy

4. Consensual and cooperative 
policy-making



Recent continuities/changes

•Amendment to Norwegian 
constitution 2004

•Updated press support, platform 
neutral 

•Updated licence fee, platform 
neutral 

•Covid relief for media 2020



1. Amendement to Norwegian Constitution 2004

Article 100

• (5)Everyone has the right to access documents of the state and the 
municipalities and to follow negotiations in court and elected bodies. 

• (6) The state authorities shall facilitate an open and informed public 
debate.

Negative vs positive freedom of expression 

• “The state shall not restrict .…”

• “The state shall facilitate…..”



2. Press subsidy

• Production 

• Innovation 

•Minorites, sami media, Finnmark (north)

• Applied media research

• Total budget 2020: 427 mill NOK (62 mill CAD)

• No of papers supported 2019: 152

• Norway: 5,3 mill inhabitants

Source: MedieNorge



Newspaper growth & reduction

No of printed newspapers, at least 
once a week

•1969: 191 (press subsidy began)

•2000: 218

•2010: 226

•2019: 218

«Comprehensive» online 
newspapers

2010: 151 

2019: 186

•VAT 0 % (vs 20 %) extended to 
online news providers from 2016



3. PSB funding – platform neutral, no ads

• NRK 2019
• A proportion of personal income, taxation model, 

earmarked to the NRK

• 4 years 

• SVT 2019
• A proportion of personal income, taxation model, 

earmarked to SVT

• 8 years

• DR 2022
• Change from “household media licence” to taxation model

• Cuts and limitations of remit



4. Covid media relief package

•300 mill  NOK (43 mill CAD)

•167 news media organisations applied

•Up 60 % loss of revenue due to lockdown and covid-19 restrictions



Thank you, 
good luck


